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The Big Read: My Antonia by Willa Cather

The Putnarm County Public Library will participate with the Vige County Public Library to read My Antonia in this year's Big
Read, The VOPL received a grant From the Mational Endowment for the Arts and extended it regionally teinclude other
libraries and schools,

The library has 36 copics of the book available for loan to readers in Putnam County —and can obitain more, There will be
*book-group-to-ga” kits that include discussion guides for local book groups that wish to read and discuss My Antonia, a
beloved American classic first published in 1918, The character of Antenia Shimerda, a Bohemian immigrant, "embodied all
Cather’s feelings about the early immigrants to the prairie country” The library also hopes to involve area high schools in
reading this work by one of America’s best-loved writers,

There are two programs planned by the library, On Thursday, April 1, there will be a brown bag discussion of My Antonia
at 12 noon, in the Kiwanis Room of the brary, Please join us—dessert and drinks will be provided,

In keeping with the goal of the Big Read, to partner with other arganizations to revitalize the role of reading, the library is
working with the Putnam County Museum to offer *A Taste of Heritage® as a way to focus on the
irmmigrant theme—central to Cather's nowel. This program will take place at the Putnam County
Museum and is scheduled for Tussday, April & at 7 p.m.

“A Taste of Heritage® will feature discussion of the varicus groups that were active in Putnam
County during the early 19005, taste their foods and learn about their cultures.

The Big Read is an initiative of the Mational Endewment for the Arts designed to restore
reading to the center of American culture. Please join us in the Big Read—to read and discuss
My Antonic—and to come together as a community to celebrate this amazing book and
writer from American literature. All programs are free and open to the public. For more
infarmation contact Margot R. Payne, 765-653-2755, ex 118 or email margot@putnamJibin.us,

Winning Reader DID YOU KNOW?

516 food items were donated in January's Food
for Fines program. One dollar in fines was
waived for each food item brought in. Some
folks brought extra items, Thank you for your
generosityl. The food was taken to the Putnam
County Emergency Food Pantry and the Two
Fish Food Pantry in Bainbridge. During the
same period 10 children read away 542 in fines.

facebook

Do you love your library? Want 1o stay up to date on
Laura Dudlin, Greencastle resident and nursing student, was the recent winnir — 1hya |arest events, activities, and programs? Have a
of & pertonalized, sutographed boak by the suthior Bick Mohns, The libracy Facebook Page? We do, and ﬂnﬁfié' can do a search

wias contacted by Mofina and ran a contest that gave patrons the chamoe to : :
weim the book of their choioe frem the author. Laura selected Six Secomd's an for Putnam County Public Library to find our site. At

actign-pached thriller echeoing the works of Ludium and Forsythe, Check out the bEgl!'lﬂh"H_; T_[Mh week the site will be updated.
ather books by Rick Mofina in the ibrary's fiction collection, 50 keep in touc
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The term “graphic movel” refers 1o a format, not a genre. In graphic movels the story is moved forwand by utilizing
panels of sequential art. There may be talk bubbles or text outside of the art panels adding to or further developing
thve story. There are graphic novels about all kinds of subjects and for all ranges of audiences. For example, 911, The
Constitutian, Sherock Holmes, etc. Most graphic novels fall into one of several categaories, or types. Some of the most
popular are heroes and villains, manga, hormor, and memair,

In mast public libraries, including PCPL, the graphic novels are cataloged as“books: art (graphics)” thereby placing
thvem in the 7415 area of the non-hction collection within the art books. Like a lot of libraries, we have graphic novels
i the adult non-fiction collection as well as young adult non-fiction.

The heroes and villains category includes superheroes, superpowers, mutants, cime
HEROES AND VILLIANS fighters and the battle between good and evil. Some examples are The Dark Kmight
Returns, Watchmen, and The League of Extraordinary Gentlerner,
MANGA Manga are Asian graphic novels in serial format which read back-to-front. Alse housed
with manga are manga-inspired graphic novels reading front-to-back, which are
created by western authors and artists and intended for western audiences, These include stories about ninjas,
fighting, adventure, and romance, Some examples are Naruta, and the Scott Pilgrinm series.
HORROR Horror graphic novels are thase which center around vampires, zombies, demons,
mansters, werewohees, and the occult in general, Some examples are Blade, Hellboy,

and the 30 Days of Night series,

= Graphic novels that have to do with science Riction, fantasy, dystopian futures, and
SPECULATIVE FICTION | o permate realities are referred to as speculative fiction. Some examples of these are the
¥: The Last Man series, Sandman, and Bone,

There are also graphic novel "bildungsromans,” or coming-of-age stories. These offer a

BILDLING-SROMANE slice of life per?pective and often ha?’e tones of rnmancrf'lhe;is include such titles as
Amevican Born Chinese, A Contract with God, Ghost World, and the Strangers in Paradise series,

BIOGRAPHIES There are many biographies, autobicgraphies and memaoirs made in the graphic novel
format. These include the titles American Splendor, Stitches, Maus, Persepolis, The Quitter,

and Fallowt.

As always, if you are looking for a graphic nowvel, want advice on what to read next or have questions about the
library's collection, just ask! The librarians are here to help you get the mast out of your local library.
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